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Virginia Aquatic Resources Trust Fund 

 In-lieu fee mitigation program administered in partnership 
with the Corps, DEQ, and TNC 
 

 Operating agreement established in 1995, amended in 2003, 
and new agreement signed in 2011 
 

 Consolidates money from many projects with small impacts to 
accomplish larger projects that have a greater chance of 
ecological success 
 

 Funds are used by TNC, upon approval from the Corps and 
DEQ, to implement projects involving the restoration, 
enhancement and preservation of wetlands and streams 
 
 
 

http://www.deq.virginia.gov/TheVirginiaDepartmentofEnvironmentalQuality.aspx


 VA freshwater priorities map 

The Trust Fund is dedicated to 
replacing the greatest value in 
terms of acreage and function, 
while providing a specific 
emphasis on protecting Virginia’s 
rare plants, animals, and natural 
communities. 



How Does it Work? 

 Corps determines fees to be paid for impacts and applicants pay 
fees to Trust Fund 
 

 Funds are held by TNC in an interest-bearing account 
 

 TNC tracks funds and associated information and provides tracking 
info to Corps and DEQ, including an Annual Report on the status 
and activities of the Trust Fund 
 

 TNC identifies potential projects and presents proposals at monthly 
Interagency Review Team meetings, chaired by Corps and DEQ and 
attended by FWS, EPA, DGIF, DOF, and DHR 
 

 Projects public noticed for 30-day comment period 
 

 TNC develops final mitigation plan and submits to IRT for funding 
approval  
 

 TNC manages all aspects of implementation, from land protection 
through construction and success monitoring 
 

 
 
 



 From 1995 through 2012, the Trust Fund has accrued 
over $57M for non-tidal wetland, tidal wetland and 
stream impacts 
 

 The Trust Fund has allocated over $42M on 121 projects 

Summary of Funds 

Resource Type 
Mitigation 

Payments ($) 
Allocated 
Funds ($) 

Non-Tidal 
Wetlands     21,496,600     15,935,400  

Tidal Wetlands          743,900           552,500  
Stream USM     13,191,700        1,538,600  
Stream pre-

USM     22,451,700     24,381,500  
TOTALS    57,883,900     42,408,000  



Program-wide Leverage 

Resource Type 

Mitigation 
Liability 
(Credits) 

Total Credits 
Proposed/ Completed 

Non-Tidal 
Wetlands             452.93                        991.78  

Tidal Wetlands                  2.86                          70.05  
Stream USM              30,132                        18,610  

  
 Impacts (linear 

feet)  
 Total Linear Feet 

Proposed/ Completed  

Stream pre-
USM           167,690                      653,973  



Trust Fund Sites–121 projects 



Meadow Creek  

Stream Restoration 



Mitigation Need 

TNC Priority 

Why Meadow Creek? 



Watershed Planning Framework 





 





Restoration of 9,000 feet of degraded stream 
Protection of 72 acres of buffer 

Preservation of 12 acres of wetlands 



Partnership with City 















Over 30 acres of new parkland 



 Demonstration project 
 Engage students and volunteers 
 Research opportunities 
 New parkland 
 Protection of Rivanna Trail Corridor 

Research, Education, Recreation 



Design Goals 

 Natural channel design 
 

 Decrease sedimentation 
 

 Improve stability 
 

 Enhance/establish 
forested riparian buffers 
 

 Improve in-stream 
habitat 
 

 Wetland and buffer 
protection 
 



Reconnection to Floodplain 

Before  

After  



Channel Relocation 



In-Stream Structures 

Rootwads  

Cross vane 

Boulder/cobble grade control 

Bank toe protection 



Restore Natural Riffle-pool Sequence 



Management of Invasive Species 



Streambank and Buffer Planting 



Challenges/Opportunities 

 Infrastructure 
 

 Invasive species management 
 

 Working in public park 
 

 Coordination with stakeholders 
 

 Public and neighborhood outreach 
 

 Public hearings and City Council votes 
to establish conservation easements 
 

 Citizen education 
 

 Demonstration project 

   
 



For more information 

Diane Frisbee 

dfrisbee@tnc.org 

(434) 951-0537 

www.nature.org/vartf 

 

  

Before  After  

mailto:dfrisbee@tnc.org
http://www.nature.org/vartf
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