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Centennial Plaza 



Sustainable Clarkdale Projects 

5 

Geo-Thermal 
Energy in 
Historic 
Building 



Sustainable Clarkdale Projects 
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Water 
Resource 

Management 
Plan 



Verde River @ Clarkdale Est. 2011 
 

Overarching Principle – A River At Risk - Public  
knowledge and understanding is vital to the 

protection and preservation of the Verde River – 
getting folks onto the river to form personal 

connections is key 

2006 Listing as on of America’s Most Endangered Rivers by American Rivers 

Sustainable Clarkdale Projects 



Sustainable Clarkdale Projects 
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Clarkdale Kids 
Conserve A Water Conservation and 

Water  Resource Education 
program for the Clarkdale-
Jerome Elementary School.   

 
A partnership of the Town of 

Clarkdale and the Verde 
Natural Resource Conservation 

District (Verde NRCD).  
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Clarkdale Municipal Water Utility 

A 100-Year Old Water System that was 
private until purchased by the Town of 
Clarkdale in January, 2006. 
 
Town implemented a tiered-rate 
structure and included monthly user fees 
for multiple special purposes, including: 
 
* Water Resource Development 
* Regional Water Organization  
 Membership 
* Legal Fees for Water Rights Issues 
* Water Conservation Programs    
 ($0.25 per month per customer) 
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Clarkdale Municipal Water Utility 
Annual Special Purpose  

Annual Revenues 
 
Base Rate/Usage Fees  $1,251,000 
Water Resource Development $     85,344 
Water Rights/Legal Fees  $       8,748 
Regional Water Organizations $       5,700 
Water Conservation  $       5,334* 
 

* Accumulated Fund Balance in Water Conservation is approximately $20,000 
 

Primary Method of Encouraging Water 
Conservation is through Rate Structure 

 
In past 8 years, we have reduced daily per 
capita water use from 141 gallons per day 

to 70 gallons per day. 
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Water Conservation Program 
Funding 

One Time Projects  
 Centennial Plaza 

 
Multi Year Support 

Project WET  
Clarkdale Kids Conserve 
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A Sustainable Clarkdale  
Project Partnership 

 
Town of Clarkdale Water Utility 

 
 
 

Verde Natural Resource 
Conservation District 

 
 
 

Clarkdale-Jerome School District 
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Verde Natural 
Resource 

Conservation District 

Established 1941 
 

Mission – Local People 
Promoting Natural 

Resource Conservation 
Through Education and 

Partnerships 



14 

Clarkdale-Jerome Elementary School 
A Kindergarten – 8th 
grade school serving  
450 students and their 

families in the 
communities of 

Clarkdale and Jerome, 
AZ, including students 

from the Yavapai-
Apache Nation. 
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Clarkdale Kids Conserve 
The Program 

Kindergarten – 4th Grade 
Classroom curriculum  
Workbooks 
Class participation 
Various Activities 

Grades 5th – 8th 
Field Trips 
Classroom Projects 

Quarterly Newsletter 
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EMPHASIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF 
CONSERVING WATER 

 
ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS: 
   Where is water found on earth 
   How does water get into and out of   
 houses? 
  Why is it important to SAVE and NOT 
 WASTE water? 
   How can we conserve water? 

Clarkdale Kids Conserve 
Kindergarten – 4th Grade 
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Clarkdale Kids Conserve 
5th Grade 

3-Day Program 
 

Field Trip to the 
Verde River guided 

by Park Rangers 
 

Investigating the 
connections 

between:  Physical 
Science & Nature; 
The World & Water 

“Connections” 



18 

Clarkdale Kids Conserve 
6th Grade 

Understanding the 
Link Between 

Groundwater and 
Surface Water 

 
Create 

Groundwater 
Model 

 
Design Maps of All 

Watersheds in 
Arizona “Groundwater” 
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Clarkdale Kids Conserve 
7th Grade 

“Top 10 Wanted Dead & Alive Species” 

Understanding 
the economic, 

social and 
ecological 
impact of 

native and 
invasive 
species 
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Clarkdale Kids Conserve 
8th Grade 

 
Field Trip to Clarkdale 

Wastewater Treatment 
Plant 

 
On-Site Chemical Tests 
of Water & Microscopic 

Viewing 

“Properties of Water” 
Gaining Understanding of How the 

Quality of a River Affects All Water Users 
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Clarkdale Kids Conserve 
A Sustainable Water Program 

… And So Much More! 
Educators Take the 

Opportunity to Build on 
Other Natural Resource 

Messages 

7th Grade Students removing 
invasive “Tree of Heaven” 

(Ailanthus) from Natural Area 
along the Verde River during 

Clarkdale Kids Conserve Field Trip 
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Clarkdale Kids Conserve 
2013-14 Program  

Total Student Contacts 
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Clarkdale Kids Conserve 
2013-14 Program Funding 

Yavapai County  
Community Foundation 
Grant (20%)    $1,166 
 
Clarkdale Water  
Utility Funding (80%)  $4,701 
 
Total Annual  
Program Costs    $5,867 

Additional in-kind support from partner agencies who provide Rangers for 
interpretive programs/field trips and who provide input on curriculum development.  
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Clarkdale FY15 Funding 
FY 2015 Clarkdale Water 

Conservation Funding 

Clarkdale Kids  
Conserve (88%)   $4,701 
 
Other Programs (12%)  $   630 
 
Total Program  
Funding     $5,331 
 

Our kids offer the biggest bang for our buck!  We invest 
heavily in Clarkdale Kids Conserve! 



For More Information: 
 

Gayle Mabery 
Town Manager 

Gayle.Mabery@clarkdale.az.gov 
(928) 639-2415 

 
Ellen Yates 

Administrative Supervisor 
Clarkdale Utilities Department 
Ellen.Yates@clarkdale.az.gov  

(928) 639-2521 
 

Lynda Zanolli 
Education Coordinator 

Verde Natural Resources Conservation District 
verdeedcenter@gmail.com 

(928) 963-0238  
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