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Overview

•History of RO invasion
•Escalante River 
Watershed Partnership

•Current status
•Lessons learned



Geography

• 1.3 million acres
• 90 river miles 
• 7,500 ft. vertical relief
• Free-flowing
• Multi-jurisdictional



History

• 1950s – RO planted in Escalante & Boulder
• 1980s – RO invades downstream public lands
• 2009 – ERWP founded

Photos: Bill Wolverton



• American Packrafting Association
• Ancestral Lands Conservation Corps
• Boulder Community Alliance
• Bureau of Land Management 
• Canyon Country Youth Corps
• Cardno
• Conservation Lands Foundation
• Conservation Legacy
• Escalante Canyon Outdoors
• Escalante Outfitters
• Grand Canyon Trust
• Grand Staircase Escalante Partners
• Great Old Broads for Wilderness
• National Park Service
• Natural Resources Conservation 

Service
• The Nature Conservancy
• Private landowners
• Rim to Rim Restoration
• RiversEdge West

• Sageland Collaborative
• Trout Unlimited
• US Fish & Wildlife Service - Partners for 

Fish and Wildlife
• US Forest Service
• US Geological Survey
• Utah Conservation Corps
• Utah Division of Forestry, Fire, and 

State Lands
• Utah Division of Water Quality
• Utah Division of Wildlife Resources
• Utah State University Extension
• Utah Trust Lands Administration
• Wild Arizona
• Wild Utah Project
• Wildlands Network
• Wilderness Volunteers

www escalanteriverwatershedpartnership org





Treatment
• Chainsaw & 

herbicide
• Monitoring

• >$11 million
• 8,000+ acres









Current Status

• 2019 – Primary treatment complete
• 2020 – Changed monitoring protocol
• Funding challenges
• ERWP growth & evolution

• Expanded scope
• Scientific research
• Tribal outreach & engagement 
• Long-term cohesion
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CONSOLIDATED 
THINKING

REFINEMENTS



Lessons Learned

Data & Monitoring
 Baseline
 Comprehensive

Institutional 
Knowledge
 Communication
 Record-keeping

Group Cohesion
 Post-accomplishment 
vision
 Impartial facilitator
 Contentious topics



Recommendations

•Monitoring! – Baseline, 
comprehensive, continuing

•Consider long-term data needs
•Goals/outcomes to be tracked
•Communication
•Record-keeping



Kevin Berend
Conservation Programs Manager
Grand Staircase Escalante Partners
kevin@gsenm.org
585-259-4352



Grand Staircase
Symposium

March 21-23
Talks

Field Trips
Workshops
Live music

Visit: 
https://escalanteriverwatershedpartnership.org
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