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Thank you to Donors

Colorado Water Conservation Board, Charles and Mary Jo Thanks to Norcross, the TC was able to purchase
Beaugh, and Grand Canyon River Guides kicked off our summer much needed boat supplies for monitoring with the help
season with their charitable donations and grant contributions! from their $3000 grant!

Tamarisk Coalition Fundraising Challenge

The Tamarisk Coalition (TC) has been presented with a great opportunity: an anonymous donor has challenged TC supporters
to invest $30,000 to the Coalition. If TC partners can achieve this goal by September 1, every dollar will be matched
essentially doubling every investment.
TC programs are dependent on the organization’s ability to remain flexible and pursue mission-related opportunities that
help our partners stay on point with the current science and practice of river management. This opportunity will further
enable the TC to respond to the needs of communities and our partners.
The TC Board of Directors and staff encourage you to invest in the success of the TC by contributing to this fundraising
challenge.
If you would like more information about the challenge, please feel free to contact TC Executive Director, Stacy Kolegas at
970-256-7400. Thank you for your continued support.

Spotlight: Dan Bean
Dan Bean, Director of the Colorado Department of
Agriculture’s (CDA) Palisade Insectary, has served on the
TC Board of Directors for five years. In 2010, Dan was
unanimously voted to be the Board President. Dan’s
accomplishments in the field of entomology and weed
biological control have provided the TC with an important
perspective on yet another component of integrated pest
management approaches. Dan and his team at the CDA
have provided valuable resources to riparian land managers
and agricultural producers alike. Most recently, the CDA is
researching a gall midge which may help weed managers
in their fight against Russian knapweed. In addition to
researching biological controls, Dan has been instrumental
in providing scientific guidance to the Tamarisk Coalition and
partners on the tamarisk leaf beetle monitoring protocol.
This protocol has been critical in helping to track the
movement of the tamarisk leaf beetle at a landscape scale.
Dan’s leadership and guidance has provided great value to
the Tamarisk Coalition. We greatly appreciate everything he
does!

Contact Us:

www.tamariskcoalition.org

5 Things You Didn’t Know About
The Tamarisk Coalition’s President
1. In high school Dan received the most extra credit points in
biology for eating weird things.
2. He holds the record for being bitten or stung by the widest
variety of organisms, most by choice (Guinness Book of
World Records verification still pending).
3. Considered the USDA-ARS bowling champ.
4. He was the poetry co-editor of his school’s arts magazine.
5. Dan still owes Tom Dudley (his BFF - and former TC Board
member) $5 from a childhood bet regarding Tom’s wedding
date (off the mark by nearly 2 decades)

970.256.7400

P.O. Box 1907, Grand Junction, CO 81502

Inter-Watershed Monitoring Meeting
Crossing Partnership Boundaries

Throughout the watersheds that the TC works within, we have seen various issues arise in implementing pre- and postproject monitoring. We all agree that it is an integral step in the restoration process, but it is not always clear what
questions to answer, what protocols to use, how to execute them, and how to fund the whole endeavor. As we watched
these discussions occurring again and again in isolated watersheds, we thought that it might be useful to bring several
watershed groups together to discuss the issue.
On June 15th representatives from five watershed partnerships and restorations groups met in Moab, Utah to discuss
the monitoring protocols that each group is using to track progress in their watershed. The South Eastern Utah Tamarisk
Partnership (SEUTP), the Escalante Watershed Restoration Partnership (EWRP), and the Dolores River Restoration Partnership
(DRRP) presented their protocols as well as the lessons of success and failure that they have gained in implementing these
protocols thus far. In addition, protocols from the National Park Service’s (NPS) Inventory and Monitoring Program, the
United States Geological Service’s (USGS) tamarisk leaf beetle ecological effects monitoring and research project, as well
as Denver University’s research to determine the most cost effective monitoring protocol for tamarisk treatments were
discussed.
Key points that arose from the discussion of monitoring included:
• It would be helpful to design monitoring plans to answer a specific question or hypothesis
• If monitoring protocols are not designed to adequately answer necessary questions, data may be
relatively useless
• The monitoring that is currently occurring is helping to inform future management
Afterwards, the group discussed whether or not continued communication about monitoring in the future was necessary.
The consensus was that there is a need to better understand who is doing what kind of research, and where they are doing
it. The sharing of lessons learned in the execution and in the process of watershed restoration was also determined to be
very valuable. The group further noted that enhanced communication regarding other watershed partnerships, including:
meetings, workshops, and research results, among other topics, is important.
The participants agreed that there were multiple avenues for such communication but that two would be collectively
pursued: 1) in person meetings and 2) a web based, updatable map of projects occurring in these watersheds including
contact information. It is not yet clear exactly how either of these avenues would occur; however, there are many options.
These possibilities will be discussed at a breakout meeting at the 2012 Tamarisk Symposium in Grand Junction, Colorado.
If you are interested in attending, make sure to let us know!

Xcel Energy Awards
$20,000 For the Native
Plant Materials
Program
In July Xcel Energy provided generous funding to further TC’s
Native Plant Materials Program. The TC will continue to work
with a private landowner to develop a cottonwood plantation in
Mack, CO and assess the viability of starting a saltgrass plantation
at the same location. Planting cottonwoods and saltgrass plugs
will be done with volunteers from the Grand Valley and the Pictured from left to right: Fred Eggleston: Xcel Energy;
Shannon Hatch, Season Martin and Rusty Lloyd:
Western Colorado Conservation Corps. Thanks Xcel!!
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New Staff at the Tamarisk Coalition!
Julie Knudson: Staff Scientist

Julie earned her BS in Biology from the University of Colorado Boulder, and her
MS in Resource Conservation from the University of Montana Missoula. She
then moved to Alaska where she worked in Denali National Park & Preserve, and
for the Institute of Northern Engineering on the Seward Peninsula and North
Slope of Alaska. She relocated to Fort Collins to work on a PhD at Colorado
State University focusing on Restoration Ecology, and graduated in 2009. During
her time in Fort Collins, she also worked at Rocky Mountain National Park as
the Weed Manager, and organized/participated in a host of volunteer-based
educational events and active restoration projects aimed at restoring disturbed
and weed-infested natural areas. She is excited to be joining the TC and looks
forward to working with all of the groups and individuals that make restoration
of riparian lands throughout the West possible!

New Staff at the Tamarisk Coalition
Kelle Urban: Seasonal Restoration Technician
Kelle grew up on the east coast of Virginia with the Chesapeake Bay as her
backyard. She then moved to the Appalachian mountains of Southwest Virginia
where she attained a BS in Biology with a focus in wildlife conservation through
Radford University. After spending two years in Cape Cod, Massachusetts as a
wildlife rehabilitator she moved out to Texas to work as an avian field biologist.
From her experience as a field biologist and working as a wildlife rehabilitator,
she has seen, on many levels, the importance of responsible conservation and
land stewardship and is very excited to become a member of the TC to help with
the restoration of western river ecosystems. Kelle also enjoys spending her spare
time caving, hiking and being a bird nerd.

Staff Departures
Nate Ament: Restoration Ecologist

After many great days at the TC since 2005, Nate will be heading down a
new path. He has been given a unique opportunity to be a part of river
conservation efforts in western China, in addition to which he will also
be moving on to other new career pursuits. Nate would like to thank
all those he worked with over the past six years for their inspiration and
support. The TC has greatly valued Nate’s ability to connect with people
and build relationships within the restoration community. We appreciate
the involvement he has had in shaping the TC’s mission and direction over
the past years. We wish Nate the best during his new adventure!

Rebecca Carlson: Restoration Coordinator
Rebecca, or Becky as some of us know her, will be leaving the TC to pursue
opportunities in the Pacific Northwest. She has thoroughly loved her
experience in the desert southwest and hopes to continue her work in the
restoration field by applying the experience she has gained while working at
the TC. She has brought an incredible perspective to the TC and has been
instrumental in coordinating restoration efforts throughout western Colorado
and beyond. Becky’s experience with community participation, design, and
collaborative processes have been a great asset to us. Becky played a huge
role in the growth of the TC as an organization. Staff and volunteers alike will
sorely miss her sense of humor, creativity, and smiling face. Good luck, Becky!
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Russian Knapweed Control Demonstration
August 23rd, 8:30- 1:00
Gateway, Colorado
Please save a spot on your calendar for the upcoming
Russian Knapweed Control Demonstration Field Day on
August 23. The event will begin in Gateway and will run
from 8:30 am to 1 pm.
The event will include:
•

A tour of tamarisk removal and Russian knapweed control
projects occurring in the Grand Junction BLM Field Office
near Gateway

•

A tour and explanation of a knapweed control demonstration
test plot by Dr. Scott Nissen of CSU

RSVP REQUIRED by August 19th for free lunch.
Thanks to Dow Chemical for providing lunch!
If you do not RSVP you are welcome to attend but may
not receive lunch.
For more details, please contact:
Clark Tate at ctate@tamariskcoalition.org

Save the Date!
The 2012 Tamarisk Symposium
In Partnership with CSU Extension
February 15th-17th
Vending & Sponsorship Opportunities Still Available
Please Contact the Tamarisk Coalition

The Tamarisk Coalition is Launching the
Riparian Restoration Connection
an online resource to locate trainings and workshops in the
colorado river basin - more details to come FALL 2011
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