Tamarisk Coalition Newsletter

November 2011

Thanks For Your Support!!

Partner Spotlight

This month, Tamarisk Coalition (TC) would like to thank the
following individuals and organizations: Sue Bellagamba,
Sylvia Torti, Delta County, Karla Vanderzanden, Tilman
and Pat Bishop, and Robert T. Magill. Their support, along
with others mentioned in previous newsletters, helped TC
raise close to $6,500 since May. This was matched by an
anonymous donor, thank you!

TC is proud to report that Sparky Taber has received the
Colorado Riparian Association’s (CRA) 2011 Excellence
in Riparian Management Award! Sparky has worked for
the Bureau Of Land Management (BLM) in the Grand
Junction Field Office as a Resource Specialist for the
past ten years. In that time, he has designed, organized
and implemented ground work for weed management
projects on both federal and private lands. He and
Troy Schnurr, Lead Park Ranger for McInnis Canyons
National Conservation Area, devised a drip system using
barrels and timers
in order to water
the
cottonwood
trees that Troy and
his crews planted
in campsites along
the Colorado River.
Sparky also built
what has become
renowned as the
“Weed Raft”, a craft
that allows field crews
Sparky Taber (Left) and
to attack noxious weed
Gil Barth, CRA President
infestations in riparian
areas where the only access is by boat. He has also
worked continuously with the Colorado Department
of Agriculture’s Palisade Insectary manager, Dan
Bean, to put biocontrol organisms into the field to
help with the long term management of tamarisk and
Russian knapweed. Most recently, Sparky has been
heavily involved with the Dolores River Restoration
Partnership, ensuring that the work along the Dolores
River under Grand Junction Field Office jurisdiction is
being completed. Sparky’s knowledge, creativity and
commitment to getting things accomplished at the
ground level make him a very deserving recipient of
this award. Sparky would like everyone to know that
he could not have done any of this alone!

We would also like to thank the Junior Service League
of Grand Junction, CO for supporting TC with $3,000 for
project management and coordination of the Watson Island
Restoration Project. We appreciate your grant support for
this project!
We encourage you to renew your memberships and
consider investing in TC during this holiday season. Thank
you for your ongoing support!

December 3 Volunteer
Opportunity
Join TC staff this Saturday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. for a day
of native plant installations at Watson Island in Grand
Junction, CO. TC has been partnering with the City of Grand
Junction and others to restore this downtown site located
on the Colorado River. The first phase involved large scale
removal of tamarisk last fall. The second, multi-step phase
of revegetation begins with your help this weekend!
A light breakfast and lunch will
be provided along with raffle
prizes from local businesses.
An RSVP is required to
attend this event so please
call or email Bill Cooper at
970-256-7400 or wcooper@
tamariskcoalition.org
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Restoration Demonstration Project
In 2011 TC completed its fifth year monitoring the tamarisk biological control agent: Diorhabda carinulata, the
tamarisk leaf beetle (previously D. elongata). With the help of partner organizations, TC was able to significantly increase
the overall area covered in a single season. These partner organizations include: Bureau of Indian Affairs - Western and
Northern Navajo Agencies, Canyon de Chelly National Monument, Colorado Department of Agriculture Palisade Insectary,
Dinosaur National Monument, Glen Canyon National Recreation Area, Grand Canyon National Park, Grand Canyon Youth,
Southern Nevada Water Authority, University of Arizona, University of California-Santa Barbara, and US Geological Survey
Southwest Biological Science Center at the Colorado Plateau
Field Station at Northern Arizona University.
Monitoring results show the beetle population
continues to expand southward into Arizona and New Mexico.
In addition, beetle presence in Colorado’s Arkansas River
Basin has also shown a marked increase. The Colorado, Green,
Dolores and San Juan River corridors continue to show high
beetle activity, however, densities at specific locations along
these corridors have fluctuated from year to year.
The 2011 map is now available along with all previous
year’s maps, which have been reformatted to more consistently
display the data from year to year. The maps can be found on the
TC website at: www.tamariskcoalition.org/BeetleMonitoring
Grant funding for TC’s 2011 monitoring program was
provided by the Walton Family Foundation, Bureau of Indian
Affairs, and Colorado Water Conservation Board.

For the 4th year in a row, Volunteers for Outdoor Colorado (VOC) partnered with Centennial Canoe Outfitters and the Grand
Junction BLM for a great project on the Colorado River. The 45 volunteers spent September 8-11 taking in breathtaking
views while removing three acres of tamarisk and creating 14 huge slash piles. Sawyers cut the trees with chainsaws as low
to the ground as possible and treated the stumps with herbicide. The limbs from the trees were piled into huge mounds
and will be burned during the winter months by area firefighters. Highlights of the trip
included spotting four bald eagles and many small lizards as volunteers canoed and
camped along the river. Check out some video of the trip here!
Thank you to all volunteers who traveled near and far to help protect this Colorado
landscape while enjoying each other’s company and the beauty of the scenery. A
shout out goes to VOC volunteers who traveled all the way from Wisconsin, Nevada,
Pennsylvania, and New Mexico for this Stewardship Adventure!
Each year the Grand Junction BLM receives help from various groups to work on the
Ruby/Horsethief river corridor. This includes trash removal, campsite improvements
and planting cottonwood trees. However, the September VOC trip is by far the largest
group. Once the invasive trees are removed the BLM will also treat the knapweed in the area with herbicide. The overall
clearing of these invasive plants will help the existing cottonwoods to thrive. The cottonwoods provide habitat for wildlife
and shade for humans while enjoying the river.
This project will be repeated on Sept. 6-9, 2012. Call the Denver VOC office at 303-715-1010 to sign up. In exchange for your
work you’ll receive a fully guided 4-day canoe trip. Two of those days will be spent working and the other two days hiking,
paddling and enjoying the river. Centennial Canoe Outfitters provides the canoes, guides, food, etc. An administrative fee
is involved and the 2012 trip price has not yet been established. - Contributed by Marty Genereux of Centennial Canoe
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Since 2009, three youth corps from Colorado and Utah have
been partnering with public and private land managers to
implement restoration on approximately 175 miles of the
Dolores River. Two of these youth corps groups, Western
Colorado Conservation Corps and Southwest Conservation
Corps, were among the participants in a full-day field tour
of the tamarisk management and restoration project on the
Dolores River. While the field day originated as a way to
showcase the Dolores River Restoration Partership’s project
accomplishments to Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
Director Bob Abbey, great emphasis was also given to the
positive community impact the DRRP is having, most notably
through its involvement with local youth.
The day provided Director Abbey with a firsthand, in-depth look at the complexities of restoration and the benefits
collaboration can provide in approaching restoration challenges. Other attendees included Helen Hankins, BLM Colorado
State Director; Tim Sullivan, Colorado Director for The Nature Conservancy ; and staff
“If I wasn’t here, I would representatives from the offices of Congressman Scott Tipton, Senator Mark Udall,
be living on the streets,” and Senator Michael Bennet. After a morning of assisting youth corps with field work
youth conservaton corps along the river, Director Abbey and other participants heard from conservation corps
member in reference to members about their experiences working on restoration projects, including the Dolores
River project. This project in particular has afforded many of the conservation corps
his involvement with the members additional opportunities, from the nearly $43,000 provided in AmeriCorps
Dolores River Restoration education awards for post-secondary education, to the placement of ten youth in
federal or state agency jobs as a result of work experience gained through this project.
Project
Partners spent time discussing the DRRP’s growth over the past two years, noting that it began with a few organizations
with a similar vision for the Dolores River, summarily evolving into a formalized partnership (through a Memorandum of
Understanding) of over 20 federal, state and local government, non-profit and private partners. With initial fundraising goals
met by obtaining nearly $2 million, the group collaborates to achieve
shared riparian habitat restoration goals. Funding sources to date
include: BLM, Walton Family Foundation, Packard Foundation, El
Pomar Foundation, Colorado Water Conservation Board, Colorado
Healthy Rivers Fund, Colorado Department of Parks and Wildlife,
Colorado River District, US Fish and Wildlife Partners for Fish and
Wildlife.
The BLM directors and others applauded the DRRP for their
collaborative, landscape-scale approach to restoration. The BLM
State Director noted that the DRRP is an example of how riparian
restoration should occur; private and public agencies achieving
common goals through the utilization of individual expertise,
the pooling of resources and a commitment to work together.
Although much work lies ahead for the DRRP, from ensuring
success on treated sites to adequately planning for future sites, the
accomplishments of the past two years were apparent throughout
tour.
Bob Abbey (center, in green) visits with youth corps
volunteers at a restoration site along the Dolores River
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Restoration Demonstration
Project In Full Swing

Staff News

TC is excited to announce the installation of a Tamarisk
Biological Control Restoration Demonstration Project on
a 4-acre site near Mack, Colorado. While the effectiveness
of the tamarisk leaf beetle as a low-cost method of
tamarisk control is celebrated by many land managers,
the amount of dead and dying tamarisk trees left in the
wake of these voracious herbivores has many of these
same folks questioning what the next step is. With that in
mind, the primary goals of this project are to: (1) inform
decision-making of private and public land owners and
managers faced with restoring tamarisk-infested lands
treated with biological control (including restoring
for wildlife), and (2) provide step-by-step instructions
and guidance to groups and individuals interested in
implementing the different restoration techniques
demonstrated (through videos and booklets).

Meet Daniel
Oppenheimer, the
newest Restoration
Coordinator at the
Tamarisk Coalition!
Daniel
grew
up
hunting, fishing, and
chasing
armadillos
along the Frio River in
South Texas. He has a
Bachelor of Arts from
Washington University
in St. Louis and a Masters
in Environmental Management from the Yale School of
Forestry & Environmental Studies. Most recently, Daniel
worked for the Nueces River Authority, implementing
riparian restoration projects on the Sabinal and Nueces
Rivers. Before this, he worked for the Northern Rockies
Conservation Cooperative, assessing collaborative
grizzly bear management efforts in Banff National Park,
and for the Environmental Law Institute, conducting
research and organizing trainings on a variety of natural
resource policy and management issues.

Specifically, this demonstration project will be looking
at the benefits of ‘coarse’ (pushing over and de-limbing
trees) versus ‘fine’ (shredding the trees into 3 to 24 inch
size pieces) mechanical mulching of standing woody
material, the advantages of seeding desirable native
species before versus after mechanical mulching is
conducted, and the utility of an herbicide application to
control pre-existing secondary weeds in the understory
(primarily cheatgrass [Bromus tectorum]).
This project has the added benefit of including an
experimental design component (e.g. replication of
treatment plots, randomization of plot locations).
This replication and randomization also allows TC to
statistically compare different treatments, so that it can
be said with some confidence that one treatment may be
more effective than another.

2012 Symposium Registration
Now Open
Registration for the 2012 Tamarisk Syposium - a conference
bringing together nearly 250 restoration practitioners,
land managers and research scientists to share knowledge
and guide future efforts in western riparian restoration- is
now open. Vendor and sponsorship opportunities are still
available!

A public field day will be held in 2012 to showcase early
results on the site. This project is being conducted
in coordination with private landowner Stan Young,
the State of Colorado Insectary in Palisade, the Grand
Junction Natural Resources Conservation Service field
office, a local representative from the National Wild
Turkey Federation, and is funded by the Colorado Water
Conservation Board.
Stacy Kolegas - Executive Director
Rusty Lloyd - Program Director
Clark Tate - Restoration Ecologist
Julie Knudson Ph.D. - Staff Scientist

Complete details can be found at tamariskcoalition.org or
by contacting Audrey Butler at (970) 256-7400 or abutler@
tamariskcoalition.org.
We look forward to seeing you there!

Tamarisk Coalition Staff

Shannon Hatch - Restoration Coordinator
Season Martin - Restoration Coordinator
Audrey Butler-Restoration Coordinator
Daniel Oppenheimer - Restoration Coordinator
Jamie Nielson - Restoration Ecologist

Board of Directors

Bill Cooper - Restoration Coordinator
Jesse Lanci - Restoraton Technician
Christy Duncan - Business Administrator
Michele Rohrbach - Bookkeeper

Dan Bean Ph.D. - President, Sue Bellagamba - Vice President, Peter Culp - Secretary, Steve Harris - Treasurer, Anna Sher Ph.D., Susan Metzger, Chris Ritzi Ph.D., CO State Forest Service- La Junta District
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