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To make a financial contribution and invest in TC, please visit us at www.tamariskcoalition.org

Tamarisk Coalition is proud to announce the launch of the
Riparian Restoration Connection (RRC) website! The RRC is
a central hub for linking riparian restoration practitioners
working on rivers of the West with all of the key local
trainings and events most useful for improving success!
The website, www.riparianrestorationconnection.com,
includes information on conferences, trainings, workshops,
equipment demonstrations, and volunteer events.
Find or post events on topics such as:
Selection of plant materials and planting methods
Secondary weed management
Native and invasive plant identification
Monitoring of riparian restoration sites
Grazing in riparian areas
Riparian restoration research and lessons learned
Improving collaboration and connection with peers
Our primary focus is on events dedicated to facilitating
restoration success on western rivers impacted by woody
invasives such as tamarisk and Russian olive, however,
the variety of topics covered in the events posted on the
RRC are relevant to the much broader riparian restoration
community!

Grazing Management for Riparian Areas:
Training Course - April 25th & 26th, 2012
On April 25th & 26th, TC, along with the Dolores River Restoration Partnership (DRRP) and National Riparian Service
Team (NRST), will host a free, two-day training on the application of principles and practices of riparian-compatible
livestock grazing. This training, designed for both public and private managers, will be hosted in Gateway, CO, where
participants will learn from each other and a multi-disciplinary team of NRST experts. Please contact Daniel Oppenheimer
(doppenheimer@tamariskcoalition.org) for more information.

Contact Us:

www.tamariskcoalition.org

970.256.7400

P.O. Box 1907, Grand Junction, CO 81502

TC is pleased to extend a big thank you to all 180 attendees
of the 2012 Tamarisk Symposium. Audio versions of all
presentations are available at http://tamariskcoalition.
org/2012_symposium_program.html.
Based on post-symposium evaluations, here are the items
that you felt were most valuable:
•
Networking, networking, networking….
•
Access to pertinent, timely, scientifically-based
information on invasive plant management, native plant
revegetation, and other restoration components
•
Opportunity to share lessons learned, successes and
failures
100 percent of you (who filled out an evaluation) said
that the 2012 Tamarisk Symposium provided you with an
opportunity to communicate with individuals from other
agencies or organizations involved in riparian restoration,
watershed health, or a related field. Many of you indicated
that the conference provided you with information that you
can apply, will help inform your management decisions, and
connected you with contacts and/or resources that will help
you achieve conservation goals. This high level information
sharing was possible thanks to you, our speakers, sponsors,
and exhibitors. We hope to see you at our next meeting,
the 2013 Research Conference, March 11th- 15th, which
will be in partnership with River Management Society and
The Water Center at Colorado Mesa University.
Thanks again to our 2012 sponsors!

Traditionally at each Tamarisk Symposium, TC honors,
with the First President’s Award, the memory of Pete
Larson, our first Board of Directors President. The award
pays tribute to Pete’s dedication to restoring natural
resources through education, science and volunteerism.
The award comes with a $500 cash donation for the
individual or organization to support restoration actions.
Nominations are accepted during the conference and
voted on by a committee of TC staff and Board members.
This year we were pleased to present the award to
Chip Norton with the Verde Watershed Restoration
Collaborative (VWRC). As a volunteer Chip has been
spearheading a restoration initiative on the Verde River
in Arizona for the past two years. He has helped VWRC
grow from a handful of concerned citizens and land
managers to a substantial coalition of members, unified
by their passion for managing healthy riparian systems
on the Verde River.
Chip was described by those who nominated him as
…”the driving force, visionary, a dedicated volunteer,
invaluable to the future of the watershed, passionate
about work and learning, a tireless advocate, and
inspirational.” To date VWRC has established a steering
committee and subcommittees, develped a 5-year plan,
secured demonstration sites, and built a team of VWRC
staff, all thanks to Chip’s leadership. Chip exemplifies the
First President’s Award. We are excited to see the future
accomplishments of Chip and the other VWRC partners!
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February 17th Cross-Watershed Discussion Forum Summary
As part of the 2012 Tamarisk Symposium, approximately 50 stakeholders from across the southwestern United States
convened in Grand Junction to identify collaborative needs, impediments, and solutions for working effectively across
watersheds. These stakeholders represented a broad spectrum of restoration partnerships, state and federal natural
resource agencies, universities, professional societies, private consulting firms, foundations, and non-profit organizations.
A number of outcomes emerged from the discussion forum. Most notably, participants collectively:
• Agreed that there is a need for a formalized clearinghouse to facilitate the transfer of information and enhance
learning across partnerships.
• Identified priority focus areas for information sharing including funding, monitoring, research and science, 		
project planning and implementation, and revegetation/plant propagation.
• Agreed to set up a strategy group to determine the goals, scope, and next steps for enhancing cross watershed
collaboration and identified interested people who want to be involved in both the strategy group and focus areas.
For more information about the cross-watershed forum and/or getting involved in the strategy group, please contact
Stacy K. Beaugh (sbeaugh@tamariskcoalition.org).

						
On Saturday, March 24th over 30 people from eastern Utah and
western Colorado met in Gateway, CO to volunteer their time
and labor and contribute to restoration efforts along the banks
of the Dolores River. Over the course of the day, our dedicated
and hardworking volunteers planted 1,665 trees, shrubs and
grasses on two separate sites just west the Utah stateline. The
plant list consisted of: cottonwood, box elder, silver buffaloberry,
Woods’ rose, dogwood, New Mexico privet, inland saltgrass,
and alkali sacaton. The sites and species for this planting event
were strategically chosen to improve habitat for two special
birds, the endangered Southwestern Willow Flycatcher, and the
Merriam’s Wild Turkey. In fact, a rafter of turkeys was spotted on
the restoration site in the early morning hours before we started
planting!
The work that these dedicated volunteers were able to accomplish
showcases the commitment and drive that these people have in
caring for the condition of western river systems and the web of life these rivers support. A huge THANK YOU goes out
to the participants and coordinators of this successful restoration day. None of this would have happened if we didn’t all
come together and dig deep for healthy river systems!
Preceding this event, the Moab Bureau of Land Management fuels and fire crew spent the fall of 2010 cutting, spraying,
and burning the tamarisk stands in this area. Saturday’s event was the second planting day at these sites. This work is all
a part of a bigger effort known as the Dolores River Restoration Partnership (DRRP). The DRRP is a diverse stakeholder
group working to improve the overall watershed health of the Dolores River while stimulating the local economy through
job creation for youth and improving aesthetic enjoyment and recreational opportunities for the area. There are many
restoration projects happening up and down the Dolores River this year. To learn more or to get involved please visit the
DRRP website at http://ocs.fortlewis.edu/drrp
This project was made possible with donations from: National Wild Turkey Federation, Arbor Day Foundation, and
Marathon Oil. Special thanks to the Moab BLM, Rim To Rim Restoration, and the volunteers for their hard work.
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Intensive Monitoring of the Established Population
Zone
TC will not be conducting monitoring in the established
population areas as we have done in the past. The
decision to cease monitoring activities in the established
population areas stemmed from a thorough re-evaluation
process which confirmed more comprehensive
ecosystem impact monitoring is needed to determine
the vegetative response, mortality, trophic cascade
impacts etc., and consequently better inform restoration
activities within these areas. TC’s current protocols
do not address the ecosystem impacts of the tamarisk
leaf beetle. Consequently, a Biocontrol Consortium is
being developed to coordinate more comprehensive
analysis of these ecosystem impacts. However, if need
be, we are willing to assist in the data collection process
upon request. Anyone interested in developing their
own protocols is encouraged to contact TC for further
information.
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Database Management
TC intends to create and maintain a comprehensive
geodatabase for presence/absence data and potentially
ecosystem impact data. With this in mind, TC still
appreciates the submission of any tamarisk leaf beetle
related data. Once again TC will be using landscapescale, dispersal population data for the development of a
multi-year dispersal map.

Proposed 2012 Tamarisk Leaf Beetle
Presence & Absence Monitoring Area
R.

Dispersal Population Zone Monitoring
As a result of TC’s re-evaluation process, TC determined
that presence/absence monitoring is most informative
for restoration practices in the dispersal zones. The
geographic scope of this effort is landscape scale and
consequently the data set is meant to give an overall
idea of where beetle populations are expanding to, and
are currently present in, rather than to track specific,
drainage-by-drainage beetle movement within each
watershed. Dispersal population zones were prioritized
for monitoring in the 2012 field season based on needs
identified by our partners and biocontrol experts.

As many of you know, 2012 marks the 10th
anniversary of TC. After a decade of supporting riparian
restoration activities in the western U.S. we have gained
a lot of ground. The organization has experienced
tremendous growth over the last three years by more
than tripling our budget and our staff resources. We
have welcomed many new team and Board members
and said goodbye to many that were involved from the
beginning. To top it all off, we are currently undergoing
a revision to our strategic plan. We are documenting our
past accomplishments, learning and building from our
past, and looking forward to moving ahead in strategic
directions. Be on the lookout for our revised plan over the
summer.
The newest addition to the TC Board of Directors is
Mr. Steve Woltjer. Steve is a retired District Conservationist
for Natural Resources Conservaton Service (NRCS) located
in Grand Junction, CO. Among other credentials, Steve
brings diverse conservation experience to the Board.
Steve has a great history of working with the TC and is
excited to be engaged in this capacity. Welcome, Steve!
We would like to thank Anna Sher for her incredible
dedication on the TC Board. Anna’s second term expired
in November, 2011. Anna served as the President for
multiple years during her tenure as a Board member.
She held the organization to a high standard and saw
us through years of growth and positive change. Her
commitment to her Board service was invaluable. We will
miss you! Thank you, Anna!
Lastly, we would like to thank the following donors
and grantors who helped us kick off 2012: Beth Foster,
Jim Cagney, Michael Sennett, American Conservation
Experience, Central Utah Project Completion Act, and
Colorado Water Conservation Board.

Green

Summer is quickly approaching and the tamarisk leaf
beetles will be back in action soon! While TC and
partners will be collecting presence/absence data,
significant changes have been made to the overall 2012
biocontrol monitoring plan. The plan and proposed
monitoring map (at lower right) are below:
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Staff News
Meet the Newest
Member of Our Team!
Kristen Jespersen
joined the TC team
in February 2012
to serve as the
Funding
Program
Coordinator. Prior to
TC, Kristen worked
as a land use planner
for the consulting
firm Matrix Design
Group.
In
this
position
Kristen
helped communities
throughout the country develop various types of land
use plans. These plans included strategies for ensuring
compatible development, implementing conservation,
identifying funding mechanisms and improving interjurisdictional and agency coordination. Prior to joining
Matrix Design Group, Kristen worked as a Project
Manager with the Department of Defense, Office of
Economic Adjustment, where she helped defense
communities carry out planning activities around
military installations and identify funding opportunities
to implement these plans. Kristen has also worked for
the State of California, Office of Planning and Research,
the Association of Monterey Bay Area Governments
and the Fort Ord Reuse Authority.
Kristen earned a M.A. in International Policy Studies
from the Monterey Institute of International Studies
in Monterey, CA and a B.A. in Anthropology from Reed
College in Portland, OR. Kristen lives in Steamboat
Springs, Colorado with her husband Soren and dog
Solomon. She enjoys skiing, fishing, hiking, doing yoga,
cooking, and dancing.

TC Departures
Clark Tate, a long-time TC staff
member, has left the organization to pursue her dreams of
writing and sailing around the
world. Clark has been with TC
since 2005 when she was first
hired as a summer intern. She
spent the last few years tirelessly
helping to lead the Dolores River
Restoration Partnership. Clark’s
passion, dedication, creativity, and thoughtful nature
will be missed. We appreciate everything Clark has
contributed to the accomplishments, mission and
direction of the TC over the years. We wish her the
best of luck in her next adventure. Bon Voyage!

Christy Duncan is also saying good bye to TC after
six glorious years. Many of you know Christy as the
face of our membership program. Among other accomplishments Christy helped TC grow our partnership list to over 2,000 people and
organizations. Christy helped
build many relationships and assisted with outreach events and
important administrative tasks
over her tenure. Her enthusiasm and passion will be hard to
replace.
Thanks, Christy!

Tamarisk Coalition Staff

Stacy Beaugh - Executive Director
Shannon Hatch - Restoration Coordinator
Rusty Lloyd - Program Director
Season Martin - Restoration Coordinator
Kristen Jespersen - Funding Program Coordinator
Audrey Butler- Restoration Coordinator
Julie Knudson Ph.D. - Staff Scientist
Daniel Oppenheimer - Restoration Coordinator

Board of Directors

Jamie Nielsen - Restoration Ecologist
Bill Cooper - Restoration Coordinator
Jesse Lanci - Data Manager
Michele Rohrbach - Bookkeeper

Dan Bean Ph.D. - President, Sue Bellagamba - Vice President, Peter Culp - Secretary, Steve Harris - Treasurer,
Steve Woltjer, Susan Metzger, Chris Ritzi Ph.D., CO State Forest Service- La Junta District

