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Thank You for Investing
in the Tamarisk Coalition
(TC)
We would like to thank the following organizations for
investing in our success! Colorado Water Conservation
Board, Colorado Basin Roundtable, Army Corps of
Engineers, Colorado Weed Management Association
(CWMA), and Pulling for Colorado (P4C).

Thank You to our Board
of Directors!
Our Board of Directors has done an incredible job this
year by helping us evaluate our past and envision our
future. We would especially like to thank two directors
who have completed two, three-year terms on the TC
board: Steve Harris of Rio Grande Restoration and
Susan Metzger of the Kansas Water Office. Both Steve
and Susan have been instrumental in our growth over the
past six years. They have contributed to our governance,
policies, and fiscal oversight of the organization. Their
innovative ideas and dedication have helped us develop
into what we are today. We will miss you both and are
excited to see you become involved with TC in other ways.

We would specifically highlight the CWMA and the
P4C grant program for supporting a partnership
between TC and Colorado State University Extension
to coordinate the first annual Grand Junction Weed
Rodeo. Their contributions helped us raise awareness
of invasive weed species among residents of western
Colorado as part of the Mesa County Fair from July 17 We would like to welcome a new director, Scott Marsh.
– 21, 2012. We were able to collect 68 bags of weeds Scott is the State Weeds Specialist for the Kansas
Department of Agriculture. Scott’s experience hails
and drew 379 visitors to the booth! Thank you!
from areas such as Nevada and Michigan and he is
on the Western Weed Coordinating Committee. He is
passionate about our mission and is excited to work with
us on landscape-scale approaches to riparian restoration.
Welcome, Scott!
The Board of Directors has also reelected their officers:
• President – Sue Bellagamba, The Nature Conservancy
• Vice President – Peter Culp, Squire Sanders
• Treasurer – Dan Bean, Colorado Department of
Agriculture
• Secretary – Steve Woltjer, retired Natural Sources
Conservation Service

Justin Crutchfield, Weed Warrior of the Year!
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P.O. Box 1907, Grand Junction, CO 81502

support and benefit our partners’ ability to conduct
riparian restoration.
To translate this plan into action we expect to
accomplish the following within the next six months:
1) remodel our website so it is innovative and user
friendly; 2) update and outreach the wide variety of
technical information and resources we host; and 3)
evaluate and improve our programs and service areas
through the help of our partners. We appreciate your
support and input as we develop these programs to
serve you!
To view the plan in its entirety, please visit
www.tamariskcoalition.org.

Planning for an Effective
Future!

TC has been working to help people manage invasive
plant species and to restore native riparian vegetation
since 1999. In this time, we have grown significantly and
the scope of our work has evolved, as have the types of
challenges facing the riparian restoration community. To
ensure that our work remains relevant and our organization
viable, we initiated a strategic planning process in early
2012 aimed to address the emerging challenges and
opportunities surrounding riparian restoration in the
American West.

24 Hours to Give Where
you Live - Colorado
Gives Day!
Support TC on Colorado Gives Day! On Tuesday,
December 4, 2012, Coloradans will come together
again to raise millions of dollars for nonprofits like ours.
Last year, a remarkable $12.8 million was distributed
to Colorado nonprofits.
Presented by Community First Foundation and FirstBank,
Colorado Gives Day asks you to give to your favorite
charities through the website GivingFirst.org, an online
giving resource featuring every nonprofit participating
in Colorado Gives Day. On this website we share our
goals, accomplishments and much more.

We are pleased to report that we have completed the
plan! This strategic plan marks the first update since we
achieved nonprofit status in 2002. Here are some brief
highlights:
We envision healthy and self-sustaining riparian systems
throughout the American West resilient to invasive plant
species and supported by enduring communities of stewards.

•100 percent of your donation will come to us.
•When you give online any time on December 4,
the value of your donation will be increased by the
FirstBank Incentive Fund.
•Even if you don’t live in Colorado you can support
our programs through this activity.

Our new and improved mission is to advance the restoration
of riparian lands through collaboration, education, and
technical assistance.
Our key strategies are:
•Act as an Information Clearinghouse - Develop
and connect our partners with important resources,
methods, and solutions necessary for restoring riparian
landscapes.
•Empower Practitioners - Support our partners by
fostering communication, assisting with problem solving,
and refining approaches to effectively restore riparian
areas.
•Enhance Frameworks for Restoration - Improve
opportunities and establish programs within governance,
policy, economic, and information systems that will

Donate online at www.givingfirst.org/tamariskcoalition
any time during the 24 hour period of December 4th!
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Grand Valley Partnership Aims to Improve
Riparian Habitat
TC is excited to announce the formation of a new,
multi-stakeholder partnership aimed at protecting
and improving riparian habitat in the Grand Valley of
western Colorado. While in its nascency, the Grand
Valley Riparian Restoration Collaborative (GVRRC),
as it is informally being called, already has a number
of projects on tap for the coming year. Thanks to
generous funding from the Colorado Basin Roundtable
and Statewide Water Supply Reserve Account,
administered by the Colorado Water Conservation
Board, the GVRRC will be implementing five on-theground projects in 2013. Projects collectively strive to
improve the ecologic function
of the river and its floodplain
through the removal of
invasive riparian plants, such
as tamarisk and Russian olive;
secondary weed treatment;
revegetation with native
plant species; and longterm monitoring. Improved
river access and recreational
opportunities and experiences
are concomitant benefits
of project implementation.
Some funding will be used for
pre-project site assessments
that include soil analysis,
groundwater monitoring well
installation, and other baseline
data collection.

Several GVRRC partners spent two days in October
touring sites where restoration work has been completed
over the last several years. The purpose of these field
trips was to provide land managers and land owners
the opportunity to learn from each other’s experiences
and to discuss strategies for moving forward with
additional work.
In order to maximize funding and personnel resources,
the Collaborative will be undertaking a prioritization
exercise to determine where additional restoration
could confer the greatest cost benefit. Partners will
also continue discussions about
how best to capture systemwide changes as a result of
woody invasives removal and
restoration. While emphasis
is currently on vegetation
management, the GVRRC is
open to tackling other riverine
health concerns and issues.
TC is serving as coordinator
for GVRRC efforts.
Please
contact
Shannon
Hatch
(shatch@tamariskcoalition.
org; 256-7400 ) for more
information or to get involved!

Tracking Costs for Riparian
Restoration
TC is working with the Walton Family Foundation
to refine a tracking system for on-the-ground
riparian restoration costs. Our goal is to provide
a summary of costs across multiple watersheds in
order to provide practitioners tangible information
that can help inform future treatment decisions

based on project/partnership goals. We are
currently interviewing project managers about
their costs for the 2012 field season. If you are
interested in contributing please contact Season
Martin smartin@tamariskcoalition.org!
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New Funding Initiatives

TC has some important updates to share about the opportunities and deadlines as well as restorationrestoration funding initiatives we have underway.
related trainings and events. The website is updated
regularly so check it frequently to learn about events
Long-Term Funding Research
and funding opportunities. See the website at www.
TC has completed its report, titled, Watershed Governance riparianrestorationconnection.org
Structures & Funding Mechanisms: Considerations for a
Colorado River Basin Restoration Initiative. This study Funding Webinar Series
is the second in a two part series of studies. The first The first webinar in the TC Funding Webinar Series was
study, which was titled, Sustainable Funding Options for hosted on Thursday, October 11, 2012. This webinar
a Comprehensive Riparian Restoration Initiative in the provided participants with an overview of the TC
Colorado River Basin, examined how sustainable funding restoration funding initiatives and the structure of the
has or has not been achieved in eight case studies of webinar series. It also featured a presentation by
organized watershed restoration throughout the world. Illene Roggensack from Third Sector Innovations who
It then assessed the viability of the identified funding spoke about the core principles of fundraising. If you
mechanisms to the context of the Colorado River Basin. were not able to participate in the webinar, an audio
The second report examined the different governance recording of the event, the accompanying presentations
structure models employed in each of these same eight and handout are available on the TCwebsite – www.
case studies to determine how the structure of the tamariskcoalition.org.
organization leading the restoration work impacted the
organizations’ ability to achieve sustainable funding. Webinars will be hosted on a monthly basis. Potential
This report also assessed these lessons learned in the subjects for future webinars include: National Fish
context of the Colorado River Basin. The goal of this and Wildlife Foundation Grant Programs; Restoration
report is to inform future discussions about establishing Funding Programs in Colorado; Re-vegetation and
a Colorado River Basin restoration initiative. These Plant Materials Funding Resources; and Funding
reports can both be found on TC website at: http:// Opportunities for the Employment and Education of Youth
www.tamariskcoalition.org/FundingResources.html.
and Underserved Populations, among others. For more
information about upcoming webinars please check our
website or contact kjespersen@tamariskcoalition.org.
Find Grants Online Through RRC
TC has augmented the Riparian Restoration
Connection (RRC) website to include upcoming funding
October 2012
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Save the Date for the 2013 Research Conference
and Workshop!
March 11-15, 2013
Colorado Mesa University
Grand Junction, CO

TC, River Management Society, International
Submerged Lands MC, and the Water Center at
Colorado Mesa University are joining together in 2013
to host a Research Conference and Workshop, titled
River Crossings: Linking Communities. The event will
provide a unique interdisciplinary training opportunity
where researchers, students, agency managers and
practitioners are able to present and discuss scientific
advances and program learning. It will also provide
individuals an opportunity to network with agency
and other professionals, and bridge the gap between
research and land management.

topics: Riparian and Submerged Lands Management,
Riparian Restoration, Invasive Species, Monitoring and
Maintenance, Planning, Collaboration, Partnerships,
Lessons Learned, Education, Engaging Youth, User
Capacity, and Using New Technologies.
Research-specific presentations will be held Monday
afternoon through Wednesday morning. The format
for Wednesday afternoon through Thursday will be
geared toward a management and workshop format.
Field trips throughout the Grand Junction area will be
conducted on Friday.

Presentations will address river management or Registration is opening soon. Stay tuned!
riparian restoration research, policy, and practical To register please visit: http://www.river-management.
applications through the discussion of the following org/river-management-workshop

Connect With the Riparian Restoration Community!
Please remember to vist Riparian Restoration Connection
(RRC) http://www.riparianrestorationconnection.com;
your link to riparian restoraiton funding and training
opportunities.
The goal for this website is to create a central hub
for the riparian restoration community to exchange
resources, share ideas, ask questions, and get the
information needed to help facilitate riparian
restoration efforts! So check it out, let us know what
you think and please consider posting your next event
on the Riparian Restoration Connection (you can post
yourself by creating a profile, or simply send the
relevant information to jknudson@tamariskcoalition.
org
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Revitalization Along the Riverfront
Watson Island and Las Colonias Park
The Watson Island Complex is a braided stretch of
the Colorado River in the heart of Grand Junction,
Colorado with a troubled past and a bright future.
Over the last 100 years, the 80 acres of riverfront
land now owned by the City of Grand Junction has
seen use as a farm, housing for sugar beet factory
workers, a dump, a uranium mill tailings site, and now
public open space. In the 1990s Watson Island was
cleaned up through a community wide effort led by the
freshly minted Colorado Riverfront Commission utilizing
thousands of volunteer hours to remove mountains of
tires, junked cars, appliances, and even uranium mill
tailings from the island.
About the time the clean-up effort was complete TC was
formed and began the partnership building process
to address the degraded environmental condition of
Watson Island. For the last five years, the TC has been
working in concert with many partners throughout the
community to fundraise nearly $500,000 and countless
amounts of in-kind donations to the project. With all
that support we have accomplished the following:
controlled tamarisk and Russian olive on all of the high
priority areas; begun revegetation efforts in all of
these areas by seeding native grasses and controlling
secondary groundcover weeds; provided training
opportunities for Grand Junction Army National
Guard, restoration practitioners, and Colorado Mesa
University, Environmental Science students; and hosted
outdoor classroom sessions for the John McConnell Math
and Science Center.

breathe some new life into Grand Junction’s urban
riverfront. Construction has begun on a 19 hole disc golf
course on Watson Island and TC has been invited to be
a part of the Planning Committee to steer the design
and development of Las Colonias Park. The vision of Las
Colonias Park will include a 20 acre restored riparian
forest, an outdoor festival green and amphitheater
worthy of world class entertainment, and numerous
other passive and active recreation opportunities
along with mixed use retail/commercial/residential
development. With the development of the disc golf
course and Las Colonias Park, the community spotlight
will once again shine on the Colorado River and create
a sense of pride in our river and the place that we call
home so that never again will it be overshadowed by
These tireless efforts have built the foundation for a the weeds of the West. Thanks to all of our donors,
prosperous future for the Watson Island Complex. volunteers, and partners for you continued support of
Now that the sites are open and inviting without the this project.
intimidating cover of tamarisk and Russian olive,
there is renewed enthusiasm in the community to
Tamarisk Coalition Staff

Stacy Beaugh - Executive Director
Shannon Hatch - Restoration Coordinator
Rusty Lloyd - Program Director
Season Martin - Restoration Coordinator
Kristen Jespersen - Funding Program Coordinator
Audrey Butler- Restoration Coordinator
Julie Knudson, Ph.D. - Staff Scientist
Daniel Oppenheimer - Restoration Coordinator

Board of Directors

Jamie Nielsen - Restoration Ecologist
Bill Cooper - Restoration Coordinator
Jesse Lanci - Restoration Technician
Michele Rohrbach - Bookkeeper

President, Sue Bellagamba - Vice President, Peter Culp - Treasurer, Dan Bean, Ph.D. - Secretary, Steve Woltjer,
Chris Ritzi, Ph.D., Scott Marsh, CO State Forest Service- La Junta District
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