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Thank You to our
Contributors

In Honor of Ty Fain

We would like to graciously thank everyone who
financially contributed to the TC in the past few months.
These generous donors include: Susan and Peter Culp,
Jim Cagney, Shelly Simmons, Carolyn Norblom &
Janice Barbee, Deborah LaBarre, Steve Otis, Petrika
Peters, Linda Roberts Zinn, Thea & Frank Watt, Susan
Bellagamba, Kate Graham, Lloyd Family, and Rick
Puskar - Inyo County Water Department, and Greg
Brown - Routt County. Thank you for all of your support!

We are deeply saddened to report the passing of one of
TC’s tenured Board Directors. Among other accomplishments,
Ty served two full terms on the TC Board of Directors from
2004 to 2010. He was an effective and inspiring Board
Director who helped to grow and develop the TC into who we
are today. We are thankful for his time and passion. We will
sorely miss Ty and honor his memory.

TC is Hiring
We are currently hiring for a Program Coordinator and
an Outreach Coordinator. Application deadlines are
March 18. Please see the position announcements on
our website.

TC’s Biennial Research Conference is right around the
corner
TC is getting geared up for the March 11-15 Research Conference and Workshop on the Colorado Mesa University
(CMU) campus. We’re excited to be partnering with River Management Society, the Water Center at CMU, and
Submerged Lands MC. Our partnership has helped draw attendees from Texas to Alaska and from from Coast to
Coast while still maintaining a large amount of local involvement. Presentation topics will range from monitoring and
restoration to dam removal to conservation corps engagement. Peter McBride, producer of “Chasing Waters” and
Daniel McCool, author of River Republic: The fall and rise of America’s rivers will be giving keynote speeches on
Tuesday and Wednesday. Four different field trips will be going out on Friday to showcase some of the great riparian
restoration work that is being done around the region.
It’s going to be a great week! If you haven’t already signed up, you can do so here. There you will also find the
complete schedule, field trip details, and location information, among other things.
Please contact Audrey at abutler@tamariskcoalition.org or 970-256-7400 if you have questions regarding the event.
We hope to see you all there!
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Colorado Parks and Wildlife’s New Restoration
Seed Storage Facility
By Jim Garner: DELTA, Colo. – To aid in the restoration
of wild landscapes on the Western Slope, Colorado
Parks and Wildlife recently completed construction of
a specialized warehouse where native seed for habitat
enhancement and rehabilitation will be stored and
distributed.

As much as possible, seeds will be collected throughout
the Western Slope from plants on the landscape. These
seeds are then given to specialty growers that are
able to produce large quantities for habitat restoration
work.
The facility will also provide significant cost savings.
Seed prices fluctuate significantly from year to year
depending on demand. The warehouse allows partner
agencies to buy large quantities of seed when prices
are low so they can be stored in the climate-controlled
conditions for future use. “That will be a huge benefit
to our work because we’ll have a steady supply of
material on hand,” Garner explained. Colorado Parks
and Wildlife will also store seed for other agencies
such as the U.S. Forest Service and the BLM.

Located at the Escalante State Wildlife Area west of
Delta, the $800,000 facility will play a critical role in
wildlife habitat conservation far into the future. Funding
for construction was appropriated by the Colorado
General Assembly through the Species Conservation
Trust Fund.
“This warehouse will help us to provide locally adapted
plant varieties, or currently unavailable plant varieties
to Western Slope land managers who are conducting
habitat improvement or restoration projects,” said Jim
Garner, terrestrial habitat coordinator in Montrose
for Colorado Parks and Wildlife. “It’s always best to
plant seeds that were taken from the local area. Plants
evolve characteristics that make them best suited to
particular soil, moisture and light conditions”.

The idea to set up a seed warehouse started with
the Uncompahgre Project, a collaboration of federal
and state agencies whose primary goal is habitat
restoration.
The project organizers established a
native plant program to help restore disturbed areas
and to provide food sources for wildlife. Since 2002,
the program has placed 16 native plant varieties into
production and thousands of pounds of seed are being
harvest annually.
“The warehouse is an important milestone and will
significantly boost our efforts to put the right plant
materials in the hands of local land managers” said
Jim.
Anyone interested in the facility or partnership
opportunities should contact Jim Garner at
(970) 252-6016.

There’s lots of space for your seed! Call Jim today!
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Colorado Water Conservation Board Funding
Bolsters Riparian Restoration Efforts
($43,243) – Bear Creek in Denver: Denver, Arapahoe,
and Jefferson Counties

Invasive Phreatophyte Control Program (IPCP) grant
recipients were recently selected by the Colorado
Water Conservation Board (CWCB). The IPCP grant
program, which is part of CWCB’s inclusive strategy
to solve Colorado’s invasive phreatophyte issue,
provides cost share assistance to entities to control
and/or eradicate tamarisk, Russian olive, and other
woody riparian invasives that have degraded the
state’s riparian areas, restricted channel capacity,
and resulted in increased flood risk and non-beneficial
use of water. This year, approximately $500,000
was awarded to seven applicants working to restore
riparian lands across the state.

The Nature Conservancy ($90,000) – Dolores River:
Mesa and Montrose Counties
Yuma County Pest Control District ($90,000) –
Republican River Watershed: Yuma, Washington, and
Kit Carson Counties
Boulder County Parks and Open Space ($60,000) –
St. Vrain Watershed: Boulder County
Shavano
Conservation
District
($75,000)–
Uncompahgre River within City of Montrose: Montrose
County

Funded projects include:

Spanish Peaks-Purgatoire River Conservation District
($100,000) – Purgatoire River and Upper Tributaries: Delta Conservation District ($41,500) – North Fork of
the Gunnison River: Delta County
Las Animas County
City and County of Denver Parks and Recreation

Groundwater Monitoring Well Installation and
Use Training - March 18th, 2013 - Palisade, CO
Join TC and Bruce Smith of Western Water and Land for a informative day learning about the many beneficial
uses of groundwater monitoring wells and techniques for installaing and using them. This course will include both
classroom and field sessions and is FREE to the public thanks to a generoud grant from Xcel Energy! Visit the TC
website at www.tamariskcoalition.org or contact Shannon Hatch at shatch@tamariskcoalition.org or 970-2567400 for more info or to RSVP.
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Tamarisk Leaf Beetle Monitoring Program
Advances to New Heights
With the generous assistance from over 28 partners
and 22 funding organizations and agencies, TC has
been able to develop a comprehensive tamarisk
leaf beetle monitoring program across seven western
states. In 2012, TC expanded the geographic scope
of the presence/absence monitoring to key areas
identified by our partners. Over the past five years,
our partnership development within the Colorado River
Basin has allowed us to quickly establish relationships
and garner support for expanding the scope of the
Yearly Distribution Map. Consequently, the scope of
our data collection expanded from five states in 2011
to seven states on 2012, and we were able to increase
our overall partner involvement from 11 partners in
2011 to 28 partners in 2012.

In addition, TC has received interest from land managers
and scientists to develop a landscape scale monitoring
protocol for assessing the ecosystem impacts of the
tamarisk leaf beetle to better understand implications
of beetle establishment and provide information for the
development of restoration strategies to address the
changes in the ecosystem. The effort would install longterm monitoring sites across multiple watersheds (e.g.
Colorado, Rio Grande, Arkansas) and be applicable
for tributary level watershed partnerships (e.g. DRRP,
ERWP) to implement on a smaller scale. Efforts to
develop this type of monitoring protocol have been
attempted in the past, but TC believes that increased
knowledge about beetle spread and impacts, both
from our outreach efforts and from others’, has created
Our main focus for 2012 was developing a network enough momentum to successfully develop a realistic
of monitoring partners in New Mexico. We worked approach to understanding and planning for the impacts
with Army Corps of Engineers and Middle Rio Grande of the tamarisk leaf beetle on a landscape scale. As
such, a group of experts got together in January of
Endangered Species Collaborative Program to:
2013, and developed a new set of protocols to be
• Host a training in Albuquerque, NM for 40 implemented starting this summer.
participants
• Develop relationships with 8 monitoring partners in We will be presenting on the new monitoring protocols
at the 2013 River Crossings coming up in March, so
NM
• Garner support from the Army Corps of Engineers be sure to attend the conference for all of the latest
to continue monitoring along the Rio Grande in Tamarisk Leaf Beetle Monitoring information! If you are
unable to attend, check out our website.
2013
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Funding Webinars and Upcoming Funding
Opportunities
To date, Tamarisk Coalition has successfully hosted four
webinars as part of our Funding Webinar Series. These
webinars focused on the following aspects of restoration
financing:
•
•
•
•

Deadline: February 28, 2013
Link
Name: The Climate Adaption Fund
Organization: Wildlife Conservation Society
Deadline: March 15, 2013
Link

Restoration Fundraising 101 (October 2012)
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation Grant Programs
(November 2012)
Funding Opportunities for the Employment and Education
of Youth and Underserved Populations (December 2012)
Funding Opportunities for Restoration in Colorado
(January 2013)

Name: Western Integrated Pest Management Grant
Organization: Western Integrated Pest Management Center
Deadline: March 11, 2013
Link

Recordings and powerpoint presentations for each of these
events are available on our website – www.tamariskcoalition.
org. Scroll through the News and Highlights section of our
homepage to find materials from past webinars.
The next webinar is titled Sustainable Funding Mechanisms
for Restoration Work and will take place on Thursday,
February 28, 2013 – 11:30 am to 1:00 pm (MST). The
featured speakers for this event will be:
•
•

Name: Invasive Species Mitigation Grants for FY2013-2014
Organization: Utah Department of Agriculture and Food
(UDAF)
Deadline: March 1, 2013
Link
Name: Colorado Collaboration Award
Organization: Colorado Nonprofit Association
Deadline: March 15, 2013
Link

Story Clark, a professional consultant specializing in
land conservation and restoration finance.
Marcus Selig, the former Arizona Forest Conservation
Program Manager for the Grand Canyon Trust, and the
current Director of Colorado Programs for the National
Forest Foundation.

Name: Environmental Grants
Organization: Cedar Tree Foundation
Deadline: Varies
Link

Story Clark’s presentation will provide an overview
of different Payment for Watershed Services (PWS)
models being implemented in the U.S., as well as some
other innovative restoration funding techniques. Marcus
Selig’s presentation will explain the process that went into
developing the Flagstaff Ballot Measure 405, which was just
recently passed into law through a referendum, as well as a
PWS initiative being pursued at the state level.

Name: North American Wetlands Conservation Act
(NAWCA) – Standard Grant
Agency/Organization: US Fish and Wildlife Service
Deadline: July 26, 2013
Link
Name: Partners for Fish and Wildlife Funding
Agency: Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program
Deadline: September 28, 2013
Link

For more information about upcoming webinars please check
our website or contact kjespersen@tamariskcoalition.org.

Please see the frequently updated Riparian Restoration
Connection website to access these and many other funding and
training opportunities – www.riparianrestorationconnection.
com

Upcoming funding opportunities:
Name: Rare Plant Survey within the Jurisdiction of BLM
Colorado
Organization: Bureau of Land Management

February 2013

www.tamariskcoalition.org

5

Cross-Watershed
Network

Environmental Stewards
Summer Intern Program

The Cross-Watershed Core Team has been working
diligently to develop the vision and framework for crosswatershed collaboration. After several months, we have
taken your input and shaped it into the “Cross-Watershed
Network.” As detailed in the Cross-Watershed Network
Conceptual Framework (click for link) and appendices,
a series of meetings, surveys, and research of other
initiatives informed the development of the Network’s
vision and framework.
The Core Team is eager to share the concept of the
Cross-Watershed Network as well as actions for the
first year with you. Please let Daniel (doppenheimer@
tamariskcoalition.org) know if you have any feedback or
want to get involved!

Do you have unmet organizational needs or need help
with a summer project?
Environmental Steward Summer Program is providing
opportunities for 10-week summer intern positions.
Summer internships can assist your agency or organization
with a wide range of activities including: water,
habitat, vegetation monitoring, grant writing, program
development, volunteer project organization, outreach
and education, GPS use and GIS mapping, interpretive
services, invasive species management, and other handson work related to environmental stewardship.
Host sites are responsible for:
-Identifying meaningful projects
-Conducting local recruiting and selection of Intern
-Providing supervision, mentorship and oversight
-One-time payment of $3,250 (for non-federal agencies)
or $4,000 (for federal agencies) summer program cost.

Thank You Catherine
Robertson!
All of us here at TC would like to wish Catherine Robertson,
former Bureau of Land Management Grand Junction Field
Office Manager, the best in her retirement (or, as she
would say, reinvention)! We have greatly appreciated
her support, leadership, and enthusiasm on such projects
as the Dolores River Restoration Partnership, Watson
Island Restoration Project, and numerous volunteer events
over the years. Catherine’s dedication to collaboration
and this community has been extremely valued by the TC
and our partners. Thank you!

The Environmental Stewards Summer Program
Administration will:
-Conduct all applicant intake, enrollment, and personnel
paperwork.
-Administer a $2,000 living allowance, workers
compensation, and liability insurance.
-Provide a $1,132 AmeriCorps Education Award upon
completion of the program.
-Invoice hosting sites and process payments

Excited to Announce a
New Board Director

Applications received before March 15th are given
preference.
2013 program start dates are 5/20/13 – 6/3/13 –
6/17/13.

We are excited to announce that Adrian Oglesby as our
newest Board Director. Adrian is a principal attorney with
Natural Resource Legal Consultant Ltd. He is based in New
Mexico and brings a great deal of experience in working
with rivers, water law, restoration, and private & tribal
lands. We are excited to have him involved. Welcome,
Adrian!

To apply to host a Summer Intern, go to www.
doisummerinterns.org or contact the Southwest
Conservation Corps Program Director, Michael Rendon at
mrendon@sccorps.org 970-403-0149.
Note: If other local conservation corps are operating in
your community you are encouraged to partner with them.
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Southeast Utah Riparian Partnership
By Kara Dorhenwend: Along with a new name, the
South Eastern Utah Riparian Partnership is expanding
collaborative efforts along the Colorado River and
some side drainages from the Utah State Line to Lake
Powell in 2013. In 2012 the group decided a name
change was in order – and the SE Utah Tamarisk
Partnership became the SE Utah Riparian Partnership
to better reflect the focus and work being done by all
the members.

of the olives along this creek have been removed and
are being replaced by naturally regenerating native
plants and some planted materials. A community
celebration of the native plant restoration along the
creek is scheduled for May 18th at Rotary Park.

The lower end of Castle Creek has also been
dramatically changed from a Russian olive thicket to a
native cottonwood over story with healthy native grasses
beneath during the last few years as Forestry Fire and
The group functions similarly to the drainages that State Lands has continued work in this watershed.
define it – as a collection of individual entities working
on often physically unconnected projects but with a Other work includes completion of a Wetland Reserve
common goal which is the improvement of the riparian Program contract at the Matheson Wetlands through
ecosystems within our planning area. Towards this the hard work of TNC and Utah Dept of Wildlife
end the TNC, BLM, USGS and FFSL are working on Resources as well as work on other private lands along
a collaborative planning process for the mainstem the river including the Intrepid Potash property near
Colorado River with an end goal of identifying critical the boat ramp for Catartact Canyon.
areas based on ecological needs to focus restoration
activities in the future.
After over 6 years of work the SE Utah Riparian
Parternship continues to make an impact on the riparian
In the meantime, members of the SE Utah Riparian areas along the Colorado River and its side canyons.
Partnership are continuing efforts to improve riparian
and adjacent upland areas throughout the region To learn more call the TC at 970-256-7400
through early detection and rapid response efforts
targeting purple loosestrife, Ravenna grass and Russian
olives on the Colorado River. Significant advances have
also been extended up two main side streams – Castle
Creek in Castle Valley and Mill Creek in Moab. Both of
these side streams are significantly affected by Russian
olives.
Work along Mill Creek is nearing completion, and nearly
75% of the olives on Mill Creek through Moab have
been removed and native plants are regenerating well.
Work is extending up Pack Creek from its confluence
with Mill Creek in the middle of town, and nearly 40%
Tamarisk Coalition Staff

Stacy Beaugh - Executive Director
Shannon Hatch - Restoration Coordinator
Rusty Lloyd - Program Director
Season Martin - Restoration Coordinator
Kristen Jespersen - Funding Program Coordinator
Audrey Butler- Restoration Coordinator
Julie Knudson, Ph.D. - Staff Scientist
Daniel Oppenheimer - Restoration Coordinator

Board of Directors

Jamie Nielsen - Restoration Ecologist
Bill Cooper - Restoration Coordinator
Jesse Lanci - Restoration Technician
Michele Rohrbach - Bookkeeper

President, Sue Bellagamba - Vice President, Peter Culp - Treasurer, Dan Bean, Ph.D. - Secretary, Steve Woltjer,
Chris Ritzi, Ph.D., Scott Marsh, CO State Forest Service- La Junta District, Adrian Oglesby
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