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SARAH HENRY
Teacher in Bedrock, CO

SARAH HENRY, EDUCATOR at the Paradox Valley Charter School in
the small town of Bedrock, Colorado, knows just how important the
health of the nearby Dolores River is to the local community. So
for the last few years, she’s been working closely with the Tamarisk
Coalition and the Dolores River Restoration Partnership (DRRP) to
introduce her students to the impacts of non-native plant species to
the local ecosystem and to the DRRP’s river restoration efforts. Yet,
her influence doesn’t end with her students. As a local landowner and
someone who’s dependent on the river, she’s also been working hard
to involve her entire town in the process.
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the whole high school. We graduated our first senior last
year, and this year we have three,” Sarah chuckles. “We’re
growing!”
In such a small school, Sarah works with her students individually, and focuses on trying to make the most positive effect possible. It is this unique approach to teaching
that ultimately brought her and her students in alignment
with the DRRP and the Tamarisk Coalition. “I kept seeing
the Conservation Corps kids go down to the river and
use chainsaws to remove the tamarisk (salt cedar). I was
curious, because I lived on the river, and I asked Daniel

“Just take a second, and realize that without that river, there isn’t life in that area.
Think about what a healthy river needs.”

Oppenheimer [from Tamarisk Coalition and DRRP] if he
could do something with our students. We started taking
the kids out, planting native plants, and teaching them
- both in the classroom and the field - about the importance of removing invasive species along rivers.”
Her goal is to have her students learn on an applied level,
with hands-on experiential education, and for Sarah, this
means taking them outdoors. “People in general need
to be outside. It’s not good for people to sit inside eight
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